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National Partnership for Women & Famil-
bes, Access: hitpy//www.nationalpartrership.,
org/.

The National Partnership for Women and
Families is a nonprofit, nonpartisan organiza-
ton dedicated to improving the lives of women
ancd families. Formed in 1971 as the Womer's
Legal Defense Fund, the National Partnership
focuses on issues relating to waork and family,
health care, and workplace fairness. To pro-
mote awareness and educate the public, the

ational Partnership’s site provides advice,
topical essays, fact sheets, and contacts,

The featusres of interest on this site are the
“Newsroom” and “Publications.” The “News-
room” has a chronological listing of current
press releases and an archive of press releases

National Partnershi
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i for Women & Famities

dating back to 2000. The organization’s news-
letters, from 2000 to the current issue, are avail-
able as IVTML full text. The National Partner-
ship offers guides through the “Publications”
section. Although free print copies can be or-
dered, selections from the guides and their
endnotes are available on the Web site. The
guides vary from research on the depiction of
work/family issues on television 1o questions
and answers on the Family Leave Act.

There are a variety of methods 10 navigate
this site. Users can search by keyword, browse
the site map, or use the menus, Also, there are
links to site content organized by program arvea:
“Ilealth Care,” “Work and Family,” and “Work-
place Faimess.” Within each topic area, there
is a side menu with a table of contents. Exten-
sive “Resource Links” within each of the pro-
gram arcas guide users to other related Web
pages. At the time of review, all 34 links in the
Health Care section were active except one,

The essays and fact sheets available on this
site are valuable, offering advice and informa-
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tion not easily found elsewhers. However, with
the exception of “News Alerts,” much of the
content is not dated and authors’ names for
most of the guides and fact sheets are not pro-
vided.

This site’s target audience is the general
public, specifically those with concems on dis-
crimination, reproductive sights, family leave,
sexual harassment, and health care. Under-
graduate students looking for informarion on
these issues may find this site useful —Kimberly
Bartosz, University of Wisconsin-Parkside,
bentesz@rupeddu

Nutrition.gov. Access: htp://www.nuttrition.
gov/.

Nutrition.gov is an initiative of the ULS. fed-
eral government, however it is somewhat unclear
which agency is actually responsible for the site.
The introductory information indicates that the
site is meant to serve as a portal 1o nutrition
information across government agencies and
that its development was spearheaded by U.S.
Assistant Surgeon General Susan Blumenthal,

There seems to be 4 strong connection be-
tween this site and the Deparstment of Agri-
cultures Food and Nutrition Center, but the
refationship between the two sites is not ex-
plicit. In fact, at first glance, the purpose of
this site scems to duplicate what can be found
at the Food and Nutrition Center. Both sites
are well organized, user focused, and provide
access to an extensive collection of govern-
ment nutrition resources. However, upon
further inspection, it becomes clear that the
focus of the two sites is quite different.

The airn of Nutrition.gov is more than sim-
ply providing access to nutritional information,
The promotion of healthy eating and healthy
living seems to be the underdying agenda of the
site. The site’s main focus is the prevention
and] control (through healthy eating) of a vari-
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ety of health conditions, including diabetes,
cardiovascular disease, obesity, eating disorders,
stroke, and Alzheimer’s discase. A review of

the site’s various subsections clearly supports this
focus. The information found in “Food Facts,”
“Food Safety,” “Lifecycle fssues,” “Health Man-
agement,” “Food Assistance,” and “Research”
all support the promotion of healthy eating
andd the use of food for preventing and manag-
ing discase. Of particular interest is “Lifecycle
Issues,” which presents specialized information
for different segments of the population (in-
fants, seniors, women). Although the site is
intended to act as a portal, much of the infor-
mation that has been incorporated into
Nutrition. gov is valuable unto itself.

The intended audience for this site is any
member of the general public wishing to learn
more about how nutrition and healthy eating
can contribute to his or her overall health and
weil-being. Even the research section points to
consumer health information rather than re-
porting on original research findings.

The site bills itself as a “new federal re-
source,” however there are few clues to indi-
cate the currency of the information. No copy-
right, kast maodified, last reviewed, or file saved
data is provided. A more precise indicaton of
the currency of the site would be welcome.
The presentation of information on the site is
straightforward and easy to use. The only mul-
timedia component is the introduction page
(requiring Flash), which is attractive, but adds
no resl value.

Overall, Nutrition.gov makes a good impres-
sion. It points 1o valuable, reliable, and readiable
sources, and its overall focus is well-articulated.
Its contents are patticularly valuable to individu-
als looking for easy access 10 consurner bealth in-
formation refuted to nutrition and healthy eating.
Nutrition.gov's greatest flaw, however, is that itis
not entirely clear who is in charge of the site or
how frequently they plan to update it—jernfer
MeKired], McMerster Untiversity, mckinn@mcmasierca

HistoryCentral.com. Access: htup://
www.riltied.comy/.
HistoryCentral.com is a free resource pro-

duced by MultiEducator, a
New Rochelle, New York-
based publisher of CD-ROM
educational software. Billed as
“History’s home on the
Internet,” the site is targeted
towurd high school students.

HistoryCentral.com contains an extensive
range of primary and secondary source material.
Main categories include “World History Chro-
nology,” “America’s Wars,” “Election Central,”
“20th Century Almanac,” “Primary Documents,”
“History Maker Biographies,” and aviation, na-
val, and railroad history.

Within these broad categories are well-orga-
nized subdivisions with links to full-text mate-
rial. A collection of over 400 primary source
docunents on American history includes such
basics as the Dedlaration of Independence and
U.S. Constitution along with selected presiden-
tial addresses, court decisions, and legislation. Bio-
graphical information includes all U.S. presidents
and a fist of 500 people selected by reader nomi-
nation as the most important of the 20th cen-
tury. There are also links 1o other history sites
miintained by the company.

One of HistoryCentral.com’s most glaring
shorteomings is a significant number of typo-
graphical errors and imisspellings, including names
of prominent people, battles, and cities. A main
purpose of the site is to push sales of the
company’s products; most pages contain adver-
tising and links to the company’s ordering infor-
mation. The interface is a bit disorganized and
confusing, and the layout of the main pages is
amateurish. Tmprovements could be made with
an eye toward readability.

'The site is being updited. The primary source
documents in “Today (1974-2002)" include
George W. Bush's speech on the Cohunbia disas-
ter, his 2003 State of the Union speech, and Colin
Powell’s response to Hans Blix’s report to the
United Nations on frag. However, at the time of
this review, under Iraq in the “Nation-hy-Nation”
section, the only two “News” links are to CNN
stories from 2000, one of which describes the
opening of an Internet caté in Baghdad.

Overall, the site is a useful research teol for
younger students and teachers, Its main attrac-
ton for Hbrarians will likely be the collection of
source documents, but this is not comprehensive
and should be treated with some caution—Merk
A. Stoffan, University of Novtb Carolina-Asheviile,
mistoffern@indlldog i mca oy g
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